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ment. The statements made as to several of the patients
being rescued from a moribund state by the administra-

tion of periodates-the action of which can only depend
on the readiness with which they give up free iodine-

cannot obviously be criticised until they are properly endorsed
by the responsible medical officers in charge of these patients.
Without in the least objecting to the trial of any remedies

that are likely to be of service in the t rpatment of this severe

malady we must yet deprecate the diawing of too hasty con-
clusions, and, above all, of the presentation of facts as to the
trial of such measures, except before a medical tribunal and
with duly accredited medical authority. We prefer therefore
to suspend judgment until the latter course is taken.

NOTIFICATION AT LEITH.

IT is startling to learn that in North and South Leith from
Nov. 7th to Nov. 9th eighty-eight new cases of measles and
twelve of scarlet fever occurred in one practice there, and
that none of these cases were notified to the sanitary
authority. We are not aware if measles is a notifiable disease
at Leith, and there is still some general doubt as to the useful-
ness of its notification. But with regard to scarlet fever the
case is different, and we cannot help thinking that the Leith
authorities should take immediate cognisance of the alleged
omission to notify the above-mentioned cases. Even with

regard to measles, the health authority should know some-
thing about it, in order to take proper measures with

regard to the closing of schools and exclusion of scholars.

THE ASYLUMS BOARD HOSPITALS.

THE hospitals of the Board continue to be abnormally full
of fever cases. The number of patients in them on Nov. 12th
showed an increase of sixty-four over those remaining at the
end of the previous fortnight. The greatest number of

admissions was at the Eastern Hospital (206) and the South-
Eastern Hospital (202). Already there are more than 4000
cases isolated in the hospitals, including the two large con-
valescent institutions at Winchmore-hill and Gore Farm.
In view of the energetic efforts which the Board is making
to cope with the extra work it is hard to criticise closely
the fact that a few cases here and there fail to get removed
to hospitals. -

TAKING THE OATH.

WE rejoice to see that the more cleanly mode of oath
administration so often advocated in these columns has

passed from the stage of discussion to that of practical
application. We may remind our readers that Clause 5 of

the Oaths Act, 1888, was framed on lines suggested by
annotations which appeared in THE LANCET shortly before
the passing of that Act. It was suggested that those

who preferred to swear with uplifted hand instead of

kissing the book should be permitted to do so. This more

cleanly mode of adjuration has always been practised in
Scotland and in the Channel Islands, but in no other

part of the United Kingdom. Dr. Gordon Hogg, the

newly elected coroner for the Western Division of Middlesex,
has not only explained to jurors and witnesses that they can
claim to be sworn with uplifted hand, but has strongly urged
it as the more solemn method and as being free from any
risk of infection, a by no means remote probability, seeing
that inter alia jurors and witnesses must sometimes come
from infccted houses. Apart from this there is the objection
which must always attend the handling and kissing of a book
in indiscriminate use. Unless some movement is made by the
presiding officials of courts of law this excellent clause of
the Oaths Act must remain a dead letter. It ought to be
extensively printed and posted on the walls of all courts, so
that every juror, witness and person likely to be called upon
to take an oath may be aware of the privilege which the Act 

confers. It may be taken for granted that very few would
prefer to be sworn on the book " if they were made
aware that they have a choice in the matter. Dr. Gordon

Hogg deserves the thanks of the profession and of the public
for so courageously taking the matter in hand, and it is to
be hoped that his example will be rapidly and generally
followed by other coroners, magistrates and judges.

SMALL-POX CASES IN ISLINGTON.

MR. HARRIS, medical officer of health for Islington, with
commendable promptitude on Monday last intimated to the
medical practitioners of the parish the fact that in the last
five days he had received notifications of twelve cases of
small-pox within his district. We are glad to learn that up
to the time of our going to press there are no further notifica-
tions. To be forewarned is to be forearmed. The public
seem to be under some impression that this disease has

changed its character. The profession is under no such
delusion. Perhaps boards of guardians and other sanitary
authorities will begin to wonder whether they have been doing
their full duty in regard to the promotion of public vaccination.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN THE BOLTON RURAL
DISTRICT.

IT is reported that no less than fifty-three cases of

infectious disease were notified in the Bolton rural sanitary
district during last October. Most of these were cases of

scarlet fever and enteric fever, and occurred chiefly at

Tong. The authority’s hospital at Rumworth is said to

be full, and it is stated that cases have had to go
to the workhouse hospital. It is gratifying to know that
the health officer has emphasised the necessity of further

hospital accommodation being provided. This is all the

more necessary inasmuch as small-pox is announced to

have appeared in the town of Bolton, and a case of that dis-
ease has been already isolated in the borough fever hospital.
Having regard to the definite appearance of small-pox in
Yorkshire and Lancashire towns, particularly in Warrington,
it is extremely important that all sanitary authorities in this
part of England should be provided with means of isolating
any cases that may arise. But it is equally important that
these should be so placed and constructed as not to defeat
the object of their existence by themselves becoming foci of
small-pox infection. -

TYPHUS FEVER IN DUNDEE.

A SMART epidemic of typhus fever is reported from Dundee.
Already more than twenty cases of the disease are isolated in
hospital there. Pending more precise inquiries, it is stated
that the disease has originated from a quantity of rags belonging
to hawkers, which were deposited (how is not stated) in a
certain house. In the meantime every effort is being made to
limit and localise the outbreak. With this view the health
officer has very properly suggested the institution of a sort of
"quarantine house," where all those who have been in con-
tact with any patients suffering from typhus fever should be
detained for a time. We shall look for further particulars
of this Dundee outbreak at au early date, and should like to
know if, as was the case at Wigan, the Irish quarter was the
one principally affected.

FOREIGN UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.

Algeria.-Dr. Brault has been appointed Leeturer on Sur-
gery and Midwifery.

Ghent.&mdash;Dr. E. W. Eeman has been promoted to the e

ordinary professorship of Special Pathology and Therapeutics
of Internal Diseases and of Laryngology, Otology and

Rhinology.


